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In the Office Action mailed on June 18, 2001, the Examiner required restriction of the application 
to one of several patentably distinct species of the claimed invention as depicted in the drawings 
of the application. The Applicant concur s with the Examiner that the species identified by the 
Examiner are patentably distinct. Therefore, the Applicant elects a single disclosed species for 
prosecution on the merits. 



The Applicant elects the claims of the application directed to S^ciesB^identified by the 
Examiner as species for article retention means of conical collar adjacent the receiving hole. The 
Examiner asserts that Species B is depicted in Figures 19^12^ The claims directed to Species B 
are Claims 6 - 14, 43 and 45. By way of explanation, but not of limitation, it is noted that 
dependent Claim 10 recites "further including a truncated conical collar seated in each receiving 
hole" and that figure 19, identified by the Examiner as depicting Species B, shows a tapered 
collar 38. Claims 11-14 depend on Claim 10, and therefore may be properly included in the 
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elected Species B. Claim 43 is the independent claim from which Claim 10 depends. Claims 6 - 9 
and 45 also depend from Claim 43, but they do not recite any limitations related to the receiving 
hole or article retention means and may, therefore, be properly included in Species B. 

Therefore, the Applicant elects Claims 6 - 14, 43 and 45 for prosecution on the merits. The 
election of claims and the remarks regarding the election are being submitted without prejudice. 
Neither the election of claims nor the remarks regarding the election shall be interpreted as 
disputing the Examiner's finding that species identified by the Examiner are patentably distinct. 

It is submitted that the application is in condition for allowance with the claims from Species B, 
that is, Claims 6 - 14, 43 and 45. Allowance of the application at an early date is solicited. 

The Commissioner is authorized to charge any additional fees which may be required or credit 
overpayment to deposit account no. 12-0415. In particular, if this response is not timely filed, 
the Commissioner is authorized to treat this response as including a petition to extend the time 
period pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) requesting an extension of time of the number of months 
necessary to make this response timely filed and the petition fee due in connection therewith 
may be charged to deposit account no. 12-0415. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Ross A. Schmitt 
Attorney for Applicant 
Reg. No. 42,529 
LADAS & PARRY 
5670 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 2100 
Los Angeles, California 90036 
(323) 934-2300 
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